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The story of how a school named Wartburg came to be in Waverly is actually several 
inter-related stories, one of which starts with Wilhelm Löhe.
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Wilhelm Löhe

Wartburg Kalendar, 1884.



In 1852 Löhe sent Georg Grossmann to Saginaw, Michigan to start a school to train 
teachers for Lutheran parochial schools.
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Johannes Deindörfer, 
Geschichte der Evang.-
Luth.Synod von Iowa und 
anderen Staaten (Chicago:  
Wartburg Publishing 
House, 1897).



After disagreements with the Missouri Synod, Grossmann moved the school to 
Dubuque and then to St. Sebald.  The Iowa Synod was organized at St. Sebald in 1854.  
Grossmann would serve as president into the 1890s.
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Saginaw, 1852
Dubuque, 1853
St. Sebald, 1857

Iowa Synod organized 1854



The Iowa Synod needed pastors, so a seminary began.  To prepare students for 
seminary, the Synod needed a preparatory program to ready students for seminary 
and so what would become a college began.  The goal of a school to train teachers 
was set aside for the present.
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The school at St. Sebald



In 1878 Grossmann began his teachers’ seminary again, using part of an orphanage in 
Andrew, but it was too small to remain there.
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began again the 
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teachers.

The orphanage at
Andrew, Iowa



Another story begins when German immigrants from Cook County, Illinois settled in 
Maxfield Township in Bremer County, Iowa.  They asked their former pastor, from the 
Missouri Synod, to visit. The Missouri Synod eventually sent a pastor, who stayed 
briefly, and was not replaced.  An Iowa Synod pastor brought the congregation, which 
came to be known as St. John’s Lutheran Church Maxfield, into its fold.

7

Maxfield Township in Atlas of Bremer County,
Iowa (Waverly:  H. S. Hoover and Wm. P. Reeves,
1875; Lithography by J. Knauber & Co., 
Milwaukee, WI), 16.



In 1871 Rev. Paul Bredow took charge of St. John’s Maxfield and remained as its 
pastor until 1899..
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Rev. Paul Bredow, pastor at St.
John Lutheran Church Maxfield,
1871-1899.

St. John’s Lutheran, built 1891.

Waverly Republican, 6
January 1910

Johannes Deindörfer, Geschichte der Evang.-
Luth.Synod von Iowa und anderen Staaten
(Chicago:  Wartburg Publishing House, 1897).

P. Bredow, Erinnerungen aus dem Leben und
Wirken eines Amerikanish-Lutherischen Pastors 
(Charles City, IA:  Druckerei und Binderei des
Familien-Freund, 1904).



Bredow set about bringing German Lutherans into the Iowa Synod, including 
organizing St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Waverly in 1872.
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Bredow’s work in organizing 
new congregations in 1870s and 

later

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, built in 1907.



1880 Census figures for this county show the importance of Germans in its 
population.  By 1880, some of the American-born residents of the county were 
children of German immigrants who had arrived in the United States in the 1850s and 
1860s.
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Total Population 11,198

Foreign Born 2,883

Born in German Empire 1,981

Born in Sweden and Norway 8

1880 Census for Bremer County
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American Lutheran 
Church 
congregations in 
Iowa, 1954.

Thirteen are in 
Bremer County, 
more than any 
other county in the 
state.

These would have 
been Iowa Synod 
congregations 
before the 1930 
merger of several 
German synods 
that created the 
American Lutheran 
Church.

Credit:
Palimpsest,
June 1954, back 
cover.



The facilities of the Andrew orphanage were inadequate for the school Grossmann 
had in mind.
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Several Iowa communities hoped to attract Grossmann’s school, including Andrew, 
Mitchell, and Waverly.
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1879 – Where should the 
new school settle?



The third story relates to Waverly’s successful efforts to attract the German college. 
Bredow was prominent in the effort.  Clippings from 1879-1880 show the progress.

14

Waverly Republican, 27 February 1879

The first mention of efforts to 
attract the German college to 
Waverly.



In early July a meeting organized Waverly’s effort and named individuals who would 
solicit pledges of financial support to bring the school to Waverly.  Waverly pledged 
$4,000, which sealed the decision.
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Waverly Republican, 10 July 1879.



By early August 1879 a committee was soliciting contractors’ bids for the school 
building.
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Waverly Republican, 7 August 1879



The successful bidder was William R. Knight, appropriately enough, though Wartburg 
College would not choose the knight as its mascot until 1935.
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Waverly Republican, 28 August 1879.



The cornerstone was laid in June 1880.
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Waverly Republican, 10 June 1880.



The building was nearly finished by late August 1880.  The Waverly Republican 
offered a description of the “German College.”
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Waverly Republican, 26 August 1880.



The first building of the school, now Old Main, was dedicated in November 1880.
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Waverly Republican, 25 November 1880.



Old Main stood at the north end of a segment of what was then known as Orange 
Street.  The first “Wartburg” in Waverly was the school for training teachers.  
Wartburg College moved to the Waverly campus from Mendota, Illinois in 1885, but 
moved to Clinton, Iowa in 1894.  Wartburg College would adopt orange and black as 
its colors while in Clinton.  The school for training teachers, sometimes called the 
Wartburg Teachers Seminary or the Wartburg Normal School, remained in Waverly 
until 1933 when it was merged into Wartburg College in Clinton.  In 1935 Wartburg 
College returned to the campus in Waverly.
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Orange Street in The 
Standard Atlas of 
Bremer County, Iowa, 
1917 (Chicago:  
George A. Ogle & Co., 
1917), 9.

North



Georg M. Grossmann died in 1897 and is buried in Harlington Cemetery in Waverly.
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Waverly Republican, 26 August 1897.



Rev. Bredow and his wife are buried in Harlington Cemetery, just down the hill from 
the grave of Georg Grossmann, Bredow’s father-in-law.  Bredow had married 
Grossmann’s daughter Emilie in 1866.  Perhaps that is another piece of the complex 
story that brought Wartburg College to Waverly.
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Photo of Rev. Paul Bredow’s coffin with portrait of him.
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The End


