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Wartburg Kalendar, 1884.

The story of how a school named Wartburg came to be in Waverly is actually several
inter-related stories, one of which starts with Wilhelm Léhe.




Johannes Deindorfer,
Geschichte der Evang.-
Luth.Synod von lowa und
anderen Staaten (Chicago:
Wartburg Publishing

House, 1897). G. Grossmann

In 1852 Lohe sent Georg Grossmann to Saginaw, Michigan to start a school to train
teachers for Lutheran parochial schools.




Saginaw, 1852
Dubuque, 1853
St. Sebald, 1857

lowa Synod organized 1854

After disagreements with the Missouri Synod, Grossmann moved the school to
Dubuque and then to St. Sebald. The lowa Synod was organized at St. Sebald in 1854.
Grossmann would serve as president into the 1890s.




The school at St. Sebald ‘ !

JOhaan\eS Deindorfer, | Seminar Wartburg, St. Sebald, fowa
Geschichte der Evang.- |

Luth.Synod von lowa und — e

anderen Staaten (Chicago:
Wartburg Publishing
House, 1897).

The lowa Synod needed pastors, so a seminary began. To prepare students for
seminary, the Synod needed a preparatory program to ready students for seminary

and so what would become a college began. The goal of a school to train teachers
was set aside for the present.




1878 — Grossmann 1{
began again the I
mission of training
teachers. \

The orphanage at
Andrew, lowa

Johannes Deindorfer,
Geschichte der Evang.- il
Luth.Synod von lowa und

i \ TWlaisenbaus 3u Andrew, Towa
anderen Staaten (Chicago: ‘

|

} |

Wartburg Publishing ‘ é?ll
House, 1897). %

In 1878 Grossmann began his teachers’ seminary again, using part of an orphanage in
Andrew, but it was too small to remain there.
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Another story begins when German immigrants from Cook County, lllinois settled in
Maxfield Township in Bremer County, lowa. They asked their former pastor, from the
Missouri Synod, to visit. The Missouri Synod eventually sent a pastor, who stayed
briefly, and was not replaced. An lowa Synod pastor brought the congregation, which
came to be known as St. John’s Lutheran Church Maxfield, into its fold.



. ‘ St. John’s Lutheran, built 1891.
Rev. Paul Bredow Dies. ‘

Rev. Paul Bredow, an early pionecr
among the Lutheran ' pastors of Iowa,
died at noon last Sun;ﬁy Jan, 2,19
He was born March 25, 1839, in Ger-
many. He attended the schools in
Germany and was confirmed in 1853,
At nineteen years of age he commenc-
ed to prepare for the mlmstry After -
three years’ study he came to America,
and in'1861 settled in SL Sebald Clay-

" ton county, lowa, where he was or-

 dained by the late Rev. Dr. Grossman,
and later he was elected astnr of a
church at Portage City, Wis.
Bredow was next called to Ottumwa,

" Towa, where he took charge of a

" church, He was pastor ofn church

* seven years at. Dubuque cc. 28, |

. 1871, he came to Ma eld Brcrncr Co., |

. where he was pastor for 38 years. His

church became known as the Bredow

' church, and it is best known by that |
name to this day. In 1899 he resxgned

‘ at Maxfield and came to erlﬁ

! where he made his home untll deatl

ended a busy life.

w_was married LoDmhe “

Grossman at Dubuque on May 18, 1
: Hewas the father of fourteen chll-
dren of whom nine_are living. The

% lving children ok Pastor . Bredon: |
i o umner; Pro} ulius redow_ 0

el s A~ v Ostikosh, Wis.; Gusiav, Otto and Sig- ‘ ‘
mund Bredow of Waverly; Mrs. Agnes

RNicdorf of Charles City: Mrs. Sophie |

Appel wife of the pastar at Ifamier, ‘ ‘

Rev. Paul Bredow, pastor at St.
John Lutheran Church Maxfield,
1871-1899.

Mrs. Clara Lorch wife of Pastor
Lorch at Mason City; and Miss Hilda
Eocdow at horm
A buey, useful and helpful life was |
ended at noon last Sunday when nearly ‘ ’

i hs children were present in- the

death chamber, Pastor Bredow had - | s i >
xeached the age of seventy years, Kine | I !
' month and six day |

The funeml takea place this Thurs- | St. Fobanneskirche, Marficld, Towa
P. Bredow, Erinnerungen aus dem Leben und ‘}3’&5 23 il3elﬁeh'&rf"1§ay'¥.3u?:& ‘ | ‘
Wirken eines Amerikanish-Lutherischen Pastors 5 Bestars Rausch ead le, ‘ Johannes Deindérfer, Geschichte der Evang.- ‘
(Charles City, IA: Druckerei und Binderei des ;' Waverly Republican, 6 ! ‘ Luth.Synod von lowa und anderen Staaten ‘

Familien-Freund, 1904). 1% January 1910 (Chicago: Wartburg Publishing House, 1897). ||

| |

In 1871 Rev. Paul Bredow took charge of St. John’s Maxfield and remained as its
pastor until 1899..




Bredow’s work in organizing
new congregations in 1870s and
later

A NReds Lidnusen e

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, built in 1907. "" A ,j-“ " %

Bredow set about bringing German Lutherans into the lowa Synod, including
organizing St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Waverly in 1872.




1880 Census for Bremer County

Total Population 11,198

Foreign Born 2,883
Born in German Empire 1,981
Born in Sweden and Norway 8

1880 Census figures for this county show the importance of Germans in its
population. By 1880, some of the American-born residents of the county were
children of German immigrants who had arrived in the United States in the 1850s and
1860s.




American Lutheran
Church
congregations in
lowa, 1954.

Thirteen are in
Bremer County,
more than any
other county in the
state.

These would have
been lowa Synod
congregations
before the 1930
merger of several
German synods
that created the
American Lutheran
Church.

Credit:
Palimpsest,
June 1954, back
cover.
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The orphanage at
Andrew, lowa

Johannes Deindorfer,
Geschichte der Evang.-
Luth.Synod von lowa und

anderen Staaten (Chicago:

Wartburg Publishing
House, 1897).

Taisenbaus 3u Andrew, Towa
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The facilities of the Andrew orphanage were inadequate for the school Grossmann

had in mind.




1879 — Where should the
new school settle?

Several lowa communities hoped to attract Grossmann’s school, including Andrew,
Mitchell, and Waverly.




THE GERMAN COLLEGE.

The first mention of efforts to A Card in Relation thereto hy Rev I.
attract the German college to Bredow.
Waverly.

In regard to the crection of the German
college in Waverly the undersigned would
beg leave to give the following informa.
tion:

I'his college shall be for the purposc of
the cducation of young men for teaching
school in both langnages, the English and
German, and the institution will be under
the control of the German Evangelical
Lutheran Synod of Towa. Connccted with
the institution will be a public school,
open to any one, to learn cither German,
or English, Latin or Greek, or any other
branch, and the terms will be very liberal.
Also there will be a chance to take lessons:
in music for young and old folks, as Prof.’
Eichlet, of the college, is able to perform
Waverly Republican, 27 February 1879 on almost any musical instrument.

Yours Respeetfully,
P. Brenow.

The third story relates to Waverly’s successful efforts to attract the German college.
Bredow was prominent in the effort. Clippings from 1879-1880 show the progress.




Meeting in the Interest of the Proposed
(erman College.

On two different occasions wo made
mention of an eflort on the part of the
leading ministers of the German Church
to locato a college in or near the city of
Waverly. We stated in the RErunnicay
the benefits derived from such an institu-
tion, ind pointed out the offers made by
other localities. The ministers who are
interested in fhe mat{or prefer Waverly on
account of ié{ tural advantages, and if
proper encoltfagement is given, from a
financlal point of view, here the college
will be loceted, DBelow is a summary of o
meeting held lnst Tueaday in this place in
*| the interest of the object mentioned:
Meeting called to order Ly 1. Xnott.
"} Dr. Oscar Burbank was elected chairman,
and Georgo’ Morchouse sccretary. Moved
| that & committeo of three from the city of
| Waverly, and three from the country, he
| appointed to solicit subseriptions. E.
‘t Knott, J. R. Smitl, and Peter Fosselman,
were selected a3 a committee from Waver.
ly. Y¥red Bruns, lenry Wente, and John
Bruns, were selected n committee from
the country. Moved and carried that the
sceretary write a subscription paper.  Ad.

Journed,

Waverly Republican, 10 July 1879.

r—————

In early July a meeting organized Waverly’s effort and named individuals who would
solicit pledges of financial support to bring the school to Waverly. Waverly pledged
$4,000, which sealed the decision.




To Contractors.

Those wishing to put in bids for the
puilding of the proposed German ({ollcge,
will find the plans and specification at
Burbank & Lee's Drug Store, until August
20, 1879.

The committee reserse the T

ieet any or all bids.
! ! Rev. P. Bmmow,}~
om.

ight to re-

(. BURBANK,
T. C. SonLE, )|
Waverly, August 0, 1879, 13—2w

Waverly Republican, 7 August 1879

By early August 1879 a committee was soliciting contractors’ bids for the school
building.




Will. R. Knight was awarded the con.
tract for building the German college. No
better man in Iowa could get the job.

Waverly Republican, 28 August 1879.

The successful bidder was William R. Knight, appropriately enough, though Wartburg
College would not choose the knight as its mascot until 1935.




Lavinag e CornNenr SroNeg.~lLast even,
ing the laying the corner stone of the Ger-
man College took place.in this city with
imposing éercmo:Vl‘hcrc were present
a goodly number pf our most prominent
citizens. ek of space forhids turther
comment heyond these hrief Tines.

Waverly Republican, 10 June 1880.

The cornerstone was laid in June 1880.




Tur GrrMay  Counrrcr.—The brick
work on the German College is completed
to and including the 2d story  All Mr.
Knight has to do now ig to_add about five
feet more of brick to constitute the attje.
The huilding is 40 x tOdeet, three stories
high, with basement fnf‘ stone) and attic.
There are 6t windows and four outside
doors in the building. The basement is
divided into rooms as follows: furnace
room, pantry, dining room and Kitchen, to
be used for the students: the first floor is
divided, first,—onc halt for a class room
and the other half as living rooms for the
professors; the 2nd story apartments are
| all class rooms, while the 3d story will be
| divided into sleeping rooms for the stu-
dents. The college will undoubtedly be
ready for occupancy at the close of the full
months.

Waverly Republican, 26 August 1880.

1 et et e e

The building was nearly finished by late August 1880. The Waverly Republican
offered a description of the “German College.”
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Dedlmllon ol’ the (lermlu College.

. WaverLy, lowa, Nov. 22, 1880,

Yesterday, at 214 o'clock, the dedication
excrcnsds of the: German' College took
place. K
‘{" At 'an carly hour, the room was crowd.
ed with ‘the many friends of the msmu
| tion.-

At the appolnted time the learned Pro:
fessot, -Dr. G. Freitchel, -of Mendota, Ill.,]
was introduced and addressed the congre-
gation in Eng]xsh

‘While speaking of cducmon, the Dr.

| made the grand assertien, that true educa-
tion was the result of a perfect and barmo-
‘nious development of the mental, moral,
‘I and physical man.
Hon. A. F. Brovm was then lm.roduced
‘| and ‘spoke upon the carrying on of the
work, from the standpomt-of a cmzon of
the city and county.

"At different’ times. during !he afternoon,
excellent music was furnished.’

At this time, Prof. Dr. Grossman pro-
nounced the Dedication - Prayer, with
much feeling, at the close ot which here. |
peated the lord's Pnyer assisted by the
‘congregation.

Considerable money was- rmsed atdiffer- |
Jent times during the afternoon, but lhe

Waverly Republican, 25 November 1880. | exact amount we did not ’e“"‘"

X Qoo Adedny ek

ISITOR.

The first building of the school, now Old Main, was dedicated in November 1880.




North —

—

Orange Street in The
Standard Atlas of
Bremer County, lowa,
1917 (Chicago:
George A. Ogle & Co.,
1917), 9.

Old Main stood at the north end of a segment of what was then known as Orange
Street. The first “Wartburg” in Waverly was the school for training teachers.
Wartburg College moved to the Waverly campus from Mendota, lllinois in 1885, but
moved to Clinton, lowa in 1894. Wartburg College would adopt orange and black as
its colors while in Clinton. The school for training teachers, sometimes called the
Wartburg Teachers Seminary or the Wartburg Normal School, remained in Waverly
until 1933 when it was merged into Wartburg College in Clinton. In 1935 Wartburg
College returned to the campus in Waverly.




Death ssmann,

Rev. G. M. Grossmann died on Tuesday.
He had been sick for several weeks with heart
trouble and dropsy. Funeral Friday atl p.
m., Rev. Dr. S. Fritachel, of Dubuque, and Rt.
Rev. J. Diendorfer, officiating. A large num-
ber of clergymen were present to pay the trib-
ute of their respect to the mem-ory of the de-
ceeased.

The following children are left to mourn the
death of an honored and loved father:

P. Bredow, Maxfield; Mrs. G. Amma
Grove, Neb.; Mrs. F. Kuethe, Waverly

H. Hoerig, Watertown, Wis.; Mrs. P. List,
Chicago; Miss Nanny Grossmann, Gottfried
Grossmann and G. A. Grossmann, publisher
of the Phoenix.

“Prof. G. M.'Grossmann was born at Gross-
Bieberau, Hessen, Germany, Oct. 18,1823. He

raduated from normal school at Friedberg,

essen, studied theology at the umiyversity at
Erlangen, Bavaria, and was ordained in 1852
by Rev. Meinel, of Hamburg. In 1852 he
came to America and was appointed principal
of a teachers’ seminary at Saginaw, Mich. In
1853 he went to Dubuque and started a theolog-
ical sgminary and in 1854, together with .
J. Deindorfer and S. Fritschel founded the
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Iowa and other
states, of which body he was president for
forty years in succession, until it numbered
300 ministers and 500 congregations. He was
president and prqfessor of the theological
seminary after it was removed to . Sebald,
Clayton county, Ia., in 1857, for 17 years, and
one year at Mendota, Il In 1877 he was
elected president of the teachers’ seminary
started in Andrew and afterwards removed to
Waverly and united with the Wartburg col-
lege, which position he held until 1891, when
he resigned after celebrating his fiftieth anni-
versary as teacher.”

Waverly Republican, 26 August 1897.

Georg M. Grossmann died in 1897 and is buried in Harlington Cemetery in Waverly.




Photo of Rev. Paul Bredow’s coffin with portrait of him.

Rev. Bredow and his wife are buried in Harlington Cemetery, just down the hill from
the grave of Georg Grossmann, Bredow’s father-in-law. Bredow had married
Grossmann’s daughter Emilie in 1866. Perhaps that is another piece of the complex
story that brought Wartburg College to Waverly.




Georg M. Grossmann marker

Paul & Emilie (Grossmann) Bredow marker




The End




